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HISTORICAL SOCIETY 
OF 

SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA. 

LOS ANGELES, 1896. 

PRESIDENT'S INAUGURAL ADDRESS. 

BY PRO*. FRAKK J. POW3Y. 

[Delivered January 7, 1896.] 
Members 0/ the Historical Society of Southern California*. 

In conformity with custom, I present in my inaugural the outline of 
work for the year as an incentive to active co-operation among the members 
of the society. 

The society has existed and justified itself in the past, in the face of 
many difficulties. The lack of suitable room prevents its valuable collection 
from being used to the best advantage. The county's needs deprived us of 
the large room in the court house and we now occupy a balcony of Judge 
Van Dyke's court room by a courtesy which the society deeply appreciates, 
though it regrets the necessity which calls for it. 

We also suffer from a lack of funds, but have the creditable record of 
being free from debt and limiting our expenses to the measure of our purse. 

We need more people in attendance at our monthly meetings. Many 
of our most earnest members are those who have reached aa age where it is 
an effort to attend an evening meeting with its subsequent discomforts of the 
return at a late hour. 

It is hard to secure active workers since those who approach the subject 
with moderate enthusiasm are appalled at the chaos into which local history 
has apparently fallen. The lack of a popular accessible state history is 
severely felt, and since the bulky volumes of Bancroft require an especial 
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training (or their use, intending students are discouraged and retire from the 
work. 

These facts make the- need for our society. Our local history is one of 
the most fascinating and instructive in all the Union. The work already 
done has been productive of much good, more in the way of leaven than in 
outward demonstrations. Our publications are carefully distributed, and the 
fact of our being here furnished a center from which many good influences 
radiate. 

There is a lamentable ignorance among many well educated citizens as 
to Southern California history, and our work should be among them. 
The school teachers of the county and public officers of all kinds would be 
much benefited by an active interest in our society and it is in centers like 
these rather than to the people as a mass, where most good can be done. 

Owing to the lack of printed history relating to our country a more 

generous contribution of papers from our older members would be very 
acceptable. It is a duty they owe, that matters of personal note should not 
die with them. Through their acquaintainship throughout the country, 
many diaries, memoirs and papers could doubtless be obtained. 

The society could also do a good work by furnishing a small bibliog- 
raphy for use of students who desire light in dark places. 

An history guide to cur city is also among the possibilities that other 
societies like ours have realized for cities in the East . 

The rarity of the Centennial pamphlet and its permanent value offer a 

practical example in this line. Tue society as a body needs to keep itself 
before the public in all legitimate ways upon all public occasions and show 
that its interest is not alone for the past. 

Guests of tote should be with us more frequently, and an informal 

reception tendered to one or more old citizens would be productive of much 

good. 
The society can do no better work than to aid in breaking down the 

prejudice that makes a racial barrier between the old regime and the new. 
The old Californians feel keenly the treatment formerly accorded them 

and it is time that such misunderstandings should vanish in the light of bet- 
ter times when each have grown to know the other better. 

By a little care the program committee can secure the active co-opera - 

ation of many members who are now dormant through diffidence, and if each 
member of the society will interest himself to interest others and secure 

them to our membership, our usefulness will be extended and prosperity 

proportionally increased. 
The good accomplished in the past makes me hopeful in the future, 

especially since we begin a new year with harmony among all cur members 
and a clean record before the country at large. 
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